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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application in view of the above amendments and in 
light of the following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 28, 30-32, and 34-56 are pending. The present Amendment amends Claims 
28-47, 49, and 51-54; cancels Claims 29 and 33 without prejudice or disclaimer; and adds 
Claims 55 and 56 without introducing any new matter.^ 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claims 28-32, 44-47, 51, and 52 were rejected under 
35 § 102(b) as anticipated by Resta (BP 0284703); Claims 28 and 53 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Nanio (U.S. Patent No. 6,942,325); Claims 33-39 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Resta in view of Good (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,728,440); Claim 40 was rejected imder 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as impatentable over Resta 
in view of Good and Rich (U.S. Patent No. 5,944,355); Claims 41 and 42 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Resta in view of Good and Nanio : Claims 43 and 48- 
50 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Resta : and Claim 54 was 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as impatentable over Nanjo . 

Claim 28 relates to a packing member for packing an ink cartridge. Claim 28 is 

amended to recite, inter alia: 

a label sheet, the label sheet including: 

a coat of adhesive on a first surface; 

a first portion; 

a second portion; and 

a weakened or cut label sheet portion between the first 
portion and the second portion. . . 

. . .a release coated paper adhered to the first surface of the label 
sheet, the release coated paper including: 
a first zone; 
a second zone; and 

a weakened or cut release coated paper portion separating 
the first zone and the second zone. . . 



' See the specification as originally filed, generally at page 17, line 14 to page 24, line 9, for example. See also 
page 20, line 20 to page 21, line 2 with reference to Figs. 5, 6, 7A, and 7B. 
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. . .wherein a part of the second zone is surrounded by the 
weakened or cut label sheet portion. . . 

It is respectfully requested that the rejection of Claims 28-32, 44-47, 51, and 52 as 
anticipated by Resta be withdrawn. 

Resta relates to a partially detachable self-adhesive label. Figures 1-3 of Resta 
illustrate a self adhesive label (1). The label (1) is coupled to a layer of siliconated paper (2), 
and includes breaking (3) and cutting lines (4) and (5).^ The lines (3) and (5) define a 
detachable die-cut piece (6) that includes a flap (7).^ Figures 4-6 of Resta depicts a label (14) 
that includes a layer of siliconated paper (2), a die-cut piece (6) and a flap (7)."* However, 
Resta fails to describe or suggest the claimed second zone of a release coated paper that is 
surrounded by the claimed weakened or cut label sheet portion. 

Prior to the present amendment, the outstanding Office Action identified the 
detachable die-cut piece (6) illustrated in Figure 4 of Resta as the claimed first portion.^ The 
outstanding Office Action also characterized the flap (7) as the claimed release coated paper.^ 
However, as can be seen in Figure 4, the flap (7) of the siliconated paper (2) extends bevond 
the perimeter of the die-cut piece (6). Thus, even if the die-cut piece (6) is characterized as 
the claimed second portion, and the siliconated paper (2) is characterized as the claimed 
release coated paper, the siliconated paper (2) does not include a weakened or cut portion 
separating a first zone and a second zone such that the second zone of the release coated 
paper is surrounded by a weakened or cut label sheet portion. 

Accordingly, Resta does not disclose or suggest the features of amended independent 
Claim 28. It is respectfiilly requested that the rejection of amended independent Claim 28, 
and Claims 29-32, 44-47, 51, and 52 depending therefirom, be withdrawn. 

^ See Resta , at col. 3, lines 3-6. 
^ See Resta . at col. 3, lines 6-13. 
^ See Resta . at col. 4, lines 1-10. 

^ See the outstanding Office Action at page 2, lines 12-13. 
^ See the outstanding Office Action at page 2, lines 19-23. 
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It is respectfully requested that the rejection of Claims 28 and 53 as anticipated by 
Nanio be withdrawn. 

Nanio relates to a packaging structure for a liquid container. Figure 1 A of Nanio 
illustrates a covering member (103) that is structured with a first part (103a) and a second 
part (103b).^ The first part (103a) is provided with a cap (121) that keeps an ink supply port 
(102) airtight, and a wrapping member (120) that wraps the ink container (101) including the 
cap (121).^ However, Nanio fails to describe or suggest the claimed release coated paper 
adhered to a first surface of a label sheet, as recited in amended independent Claims 28 and 
53. 

As can be seen in Figure 3 A, no such release coated paper is included in the Nanio 

device. To the contrary, Nanjo states that "for the covering member 103, the same material 

used for the second part 103b forms the wrapping member 120 for the first part 103a"^ and: 

The first part 103 a and the second part 103b integrally form 
the circular covering member 103. Then, perforations 1 15 are 
provided for the boundary between the first part 1 03a and the 
second part 103b as means for easy tearing whereby to make it 
possible to detach the covering member 103 easily by pulling up 
the second part 103b.*^ 

Two parts that integrally form a circular cover member fail to describe or suggest the 
claimed release coated paper adhered to a first surface of a label sheet. 

Accordingly, Nanio does not disclose or suggest the features of amended independent 
Claim 28 and 53. It is respectfully requested that the rejection of amended independent 
Claims 28 and 53 depending therefi-om, be withdrawn. 

Amended Claim 1 fiuther recites that the packaging member is configured to adhere 
to the ink cartridge in a manner such that an area of the label sheet, where the first zone is 
configured to be torn apart fi-om the first surface, is configured to adhere to a portion of the 

^ See Nanio . at lines 9-11. 
* See Nanio , at lines 11-14. 
^ See Nanio , at lines 28-30. 
*° See Nanio , at lines 36-41 . 
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ink cartridge from a first side face of the cartridge up to a second side face of the cartridge via 
a rear face portion of the cartridge in a turning manner so that a part of the second portion 
adheres to an ink supplying portion of the ink cartridge to seal the ink supplying portion. In 
this configuration, one portion of the label sheet can be used to show information relating to 
the ink cartridge and at the same time seal an opening of an ink supplying unit before usage 
of the ink cartridge. Moreover, unpacking the ink cartridge can be completed by turning the 
ink cartridge half way around to tear off the second portion, which can be easily 
accomplished. In addition, since an ink supplying portion can also be exposed by peeling off 
the second portion, the time and labor for peeling off a separate sealing member can be saved. 
Further, if only the first portion need be removed, the amount of rubbish that remains after 
unpacking the ink cartridge can be reduced, which results in reducing the amount of waste. 

In addition, amended Claim 1 recites that, when the packing member is adhered to the 
ink cartridge, the first zone is configured to be tom apart from the second zone of the release 
coated paper and apart from the first surface such that the second zone remains adhered to the 
first surface. In this configuration, a part of the release coated paper can be left behind on the 
ink cartridge. This remaining portion of the release coated paper can, for example, act as an 
enforcement member that reinforces the hanging portion. For example, £is recited in amended 
dependent Claim 34, the release coated paper can include a third zone located within a 
perimeter of the hanging portion. The third zone of the release coated paper is configured to 
be separated from the first svuface of the label sheet without separating the second zone of the 
release coated paper from the first surface of the label sheet so that a portion of the second 
zone of the release coated paper remains adhered to the hanging portion. Further, as recited 
in dependent Claim 35, the hanging portion can be formed by sandwiching the portion of the 
second zone of the release coated paper that remains adhered to the hanging portion between 
two sheets. The cited references fail to describe or suggest this claimed configuration. 
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With respect to the rejection of dependent Claims 33-39 as obvious over Resta in 

view of Good , Good fails to cure the deficiencies in Resta discussed above with respect to 

amended Claim 28. Accordingly, it is submitted that dependent Claims 33-39 are in 

condition for allowance for at least the same reasons as amended Claim 28, from which they 

depend. 

With respect to the rejection of dependent Claim 40 as obvious over Resta in view of 
Good and Rich , neither Good nor Rich cure the deficiencies in Resta discussed above with 
respect to amended Claim 28. Accordingly, it is submitted that dependent Claim 40 is in 
condition for allowance for at least the same reasons as amended Claim 28, from which it 
depends. 

With respect to the rejection of dependent Claims 41 and 42 as obvious over Resta in 
view of Good and Nanio, neither Good nor Nanio cure the deficiencies in Resta discussed 
above with respect to amended Claim 28. Accordingly, it is submitted that dependent Claims 
41 and 42 are in condition for allowance for at least the same reasons as amended Claim 28, 
from which they depend. 

With respect to the rejection of dependent Claims 43 and 48-50 as unpatentable over 
Resta, it is submitted that these claims are in condition for allowance for at least the same 
reasons as amended Claim 28, from which they depend. 

It is respectfiiUy requested that the rejection of Claim 54 as unpatentable over Nanio 
be withdrawn. 

Amended Claim 54 recites, inter alia, adhering a release coated paper to a first 
surface of a label sheet. As discussed above with respect to independent Claims 28 and 53, 
Nanio fails to describe or suggest a release coated paper, much less adhering a release coated 
paper to a first surface of a label sheet. Accordingly, as Nanjo does not disclose or suggest 
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the features of amended independent Claim 54, it is submitted that amended independent 
Claim 54 is in condition for allowance. 

New Claims 55 and 56 depend from Claim 54 and recite additional features that are 
not disclosed or rendered obvious by the cited references. As discussed in detail below, it is 
respectfully submitted that Claim 54 is allowable, and therefore Claims 55 and 56 are also 
allowable for at least the same reasons as Claim 54. New Claims 55 and 56 find non-limiting 
support in the specification as originally filed, and therefore do not raise a question of new 
matter.'* 

For the reasons discussed above, no further issues are believed to be outstanding in 
the present application, and the present application is believed to be in condition for formal 
allowance. Therefore, a Notice of Allowance for Claims 28, 30-32, and 34-56 is earnestly 
solicited. 

Should the Examiner deem that any further action is necessary to place this 

application in even better form for allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to contact 

Applicants* undersigned representative at the below listed telephone number. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



^ i James J. Kulbaski 

Customer Number ^^^^^^ of Record 

22850 Registration No. 34,648 

Tel: (703)413-3000 Sufinder Sachaf 

Fax: (703) 413 -2220 Registration N^o 34.423 

(OSMMN 06/04) 



" See the specification as originally filed, at page 17, line 14 to page 21, line 24 and page 23, line 7 to page 24, 
line 9, for example. 
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